
The Irrawaddy Dolphin & Snubfin Dolphin  
 

          Irrawaddy Dolphin 
              Orcaella brevirostris 

 

   “ Closely related to the Killer Whale. They spit streams of water from their mouths ” 
   
· Found near coasts & in estuaries in South East Asia 
· Has blunt, rounded head 
· At birth are 1m, mature adult grow to 2.3m. 
· Uses sonar to find prey in murky waters 
· Weigh approx 130kg as adult 
· Feeds on fish & crustaceans 
· Rarely jump out of water                   
· Live to 30yrs  
 

 

· Conservation status: Endangered  
· Greatest threats are from boats, fishing nets,                                                               
     loss of food source due to over fishing by man. 

 
 

 Australian Snubfin Dolphin.                 
                   Orcaella heinsohni 

 

 “A recent discovery and thought to be one of the rarest sea mamals on the planet.” 
             

· 1st new dolphin species to be identified in 30yrs 
· Found in shallow water off Northern Australia.  
 
 

 
· Feeds on fish & crustaceans 
· Slow swimmer 
· Related to the Irrawaddy Dolphin 
· Conservation status: Endangered 

 
 
 
 
 

· Greatest threats are fishing nets, boats and coastal development 
 


