
  East Asian Porcupine & Echidna   
 

        East Asian Porcupine  
               Hystrix brachyura 

 

   “ Quills can cause serious injury, even death to preditors such as dogs or leopards” 
 

· Found in South East Asia 
· Occurs in forests and cultivated areas 
· Belongs to the Rodent family 
· Live in underground burrows. 
· Feeds mainly on fallen fruits, roots  
     and stems. 
 
 

 

· Quills on tail are hollow and are shaken to make a noise to scare predators. 
· When attacked, they charge backwards, driving quills into attacker 
· Greatest threats are farmers & dogs 
· Conservation status: Common 

               

            Echidna                                                         
      Tachyglossus aculeatus   

 

“Echidnas are monotremes – mamals that lay eggs” 
 
 

 

·  30 – 45cm in length 
·  Good swimmers 
·  Spine are actually modified hairs 
·  Live singly for most of the year. 
·  Worlds largest fleas (4mm) live on them 
 

 
· Found in most areas, from dry open counrty to forests 
· If disturbed, they rapidly dig themsleves into the ground, leaving only spines 

exposed, On hard surfaces, they roll into a ball, presenting spines for deffence. 
· Feed on mostly ants & termites, but will also eat worms & grubs 
· Have no teeth – have long sticky tongue & hard pads on roof of mouth & top of 

tongue 
· Greatest threats are domestic dogs & road traffic.��
· Conservation status: Common 


